The Faithful Miniſter of Chriſt crowne Va 
F227 © 9 | 
„ 6 


IS E R M ON 


Occaſioned by the DEATH of the i 

Rev. Mr WILLIAM ANDERSON, 2 
Late Min1sTz& of the GosrEL; q 

w 1 0 N 

. Departed this Life Seplenber 8, in te 
| 4 Sixty ſeventh Year of his Age. 5 


Preached SEPTEMBER 20, 1767, 


— 


Wali 


I JOHN GILL, D. D. 
| L. O ND O N: 3 
7 
pPriated and Sold by G. Keiru in Cracecharchſirtet; and 5 
F J. RavixsoON at [Zorſiry- anon. * 
2 [ Price $ix-pencc, } . 
2 4 


& ** : | — * 86 0 „„ - 0 m % , * 
. 


* 


* 
- 
- 
- 
* 


SR 


Fo 
7 5 ot 
| 42 5 5 
47; 5 7 
; | 2 7 K 4 
2 8 
. * 2 
2& 
bs 


. 
9 


2 TIM OTHTY IV. 7, 8. 


1 due foughs 4 (or the). good ir I how 
finiſhed my (the) courſe, I have kept the faith + 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, ſhall give me at that day; and not unto 
me only, but unto all them alſo that love bis 
appearing. 


T HES E words are read unto you on 
account of the death of Mr Milliam 
Anderſon, late miniſter of the goſpel, 
It was the latter of theſe two verſes the de- 
ceaſed took notice of on his death- bed, and 
repeated with a ſingular appropriation to 
himſelf, henceforth there is laid up for me g 
crown of righteouſneſs, &c. for which reaſon 
it is judged a proper ſubject of a funeral 
diſcourſe. T have read both verſes, becauſe 
there is a cloſe connexion Between them, and 
they depend one on another; and the ſenſe 
of the one cannot be underſtood ſo fully and 
clearly without the other ; and the beauty of 
A 2 the 
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4 ASERMON cceafoned ty the Death 
the paſſage would otherwiſe"be greatly loſt. 


The apoſtle, in the preceding part of the 


chapter, gives a ſtrict charge to Timothy, in 
a very ſolemn manner, before God and his 
fon jeſus Chriſt, whom he deſcribes as judge 
of quick and dead: the charge is, to perform 
diligently the ſeveral parts of his miniſterial 
office, the particulars of which you may read 
at your leiſure ;, and to urge him the more 


« {trongly to attend to this charge, he ſug- 


geſts to him, that it was delivered by him as 
a dying man; and that this was the laſt time 
he might expect to have any charge, coun- 
ſel, directions, and inſtructions from him; 


for, ſays he, J am now reaay to be offered, ard 


the time of my departure is at hand; phraſes 
very ſignificant, and very expreſſive of his 
death : the former of them repreſents his 
death as a ſacrifice, I am ready to be offered, 
or to be poured forth as a libation or drink- 


offering; not by way of ſacrifice, to make 


atonement for fin, either his own or others, 
this he knew was made by the ſacrifice of 
Chriſt ; but by way of martyrdom, as a vic- 
tim to "the cauſe of truth, for the ſake of the 
goſpel, and the confirmation of it: and if 
laying down his life, would be of any ſervice 
to the intereſt of Chriſt and his people, he 

| was 
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was'ready to do it with all chearfulneſs-and 
pleaſure ; as he elſewhere ſays *,-yea, and if 
1 be offered upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your 
faith, J joy and rejoice with you all. The latter 
phraſe, he time of my departure is at hand, is 
an expreſſion of death in a very familiar 
manner; a way of ſpeaking uſed by our 
Lord, and hy our apoſtle in another place; 
ſignifying, that death is not the annihilation 
of men, there is a ſtate of exiſtence after it; 
it is only a departing elſewhere: it is indeed 
a diſſolution of the union between ſoul and 
body; an analyſis, as the word in the text is, 
or a reſolution of the body into its original 
principles; a departure out of one world into 
another; a removing, as it were, from one 

houſe to another, from an earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle to an houſe not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens; for which 
there is a time fixed, beyond which life can- 
not paſs: and this the apoſtle with reſpect 
to himſelf knew was at hand; and which he 
might conclude either from his years, or ra- 
ther from the ſtate and ſituation in which he 
was, being in bonds for the goſpel, and hav- 
ing been brought before Nero a ſecond time; 
and perhaps the ſentence of death was paſſed 
| upon 

* Phil. ii. 17. John xiii, 1, Phil. I. 23, 
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|| | upon him: by that Emperor, and the dead 

warrant was come for his execution, or at 
| leaſt he ſoon expected it; or he might know 

. his death was near by an impulſe upon his 

mind, and a particular revelation from God; 
. and in the chearful view of it he expreſſes 

ö . the _— firſt _ In which may be ob 


1 4: hottie refleion oh tis wy con- 
duct, or on what through the grace of 
| Dod he had been enabled to do. Firft, 
| He had fought a good fight. Secondly, 
Had fiſhed his courſe. WR 4 | 
. the faith. ö 
| u A delightful and comfortable proſpect, 
ö and the firm belief he had of future 
> | happineſs; y which happinels is, Firft, Ex- 
| pPreſſed by @ crown, by a crown of righ- 
| zeouſneſs, by a crown laid up, and that 
in particular for him. Secondly, Of 
1 Which happineſs he was aſſured, that it 
would be given him; and by whom, 
_ the Lord, the righteous judge; and in what 
| manner, by way of gift; and at what 
| time, at that day. And, Thirdly, For 
the encouragement of common ſaints 
| and 
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and believers in Chriſt to. expect the 
ſame, he adds, and not unto me only, but 
unto all them alſo that love bis appearing 
the appearing of Chriſt. The apoſtle. 
looked backward to what was paſt, and 
forward to what was to come. Here is, 


z 


I. A pleaſing reflection on his paſt con- 
duct, or on what through the grace of God 
he had been enabled to perform ; this he 
could not do before, but now he could: a 
miniſter of Chriſt, whilſt he is fighting with 
enemies, running his race, and diſcharging 
his truſt, cannot ſtop, and is not at leiſure 
to make ſuch a reflection, nor can he with 
propriety do it; but when all is over, when 
the battle is fought, and the victory got, 
when the race is ended, and he is come to 
the goal, is in fight of the prize, and juſt 
ſtretching out his hand to rereive the crown; 
and when he has faithfully diſcharged his 
truſt, and is delivering it up; then he can, 
and not till then, with pleaſure expreſs 
himſelf in the following manner the apoltje 
does. vt * . — 
First, That he had fought a good fight; of 
rather, e goed fight, as in 1 Tim. vi. 12, or 

= ID * Wh 
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the fight, that good fight *© ; for the article is 
doubled, which makes it the more empha- 
tical. The preſent ſtate of life is a ſtate of 
warfare, in which every man is engaged : 7s 
there net a warfare to man on earth? as the 
words may be rendered, 7c vii. 1. there is; 


_ eſpecially for a Chriſtian man, whoſe war- 


fare is as good as accompliſhed, as it moſt 
certainly will be ; and more eſpecially for a 
miniſter of the goſpel, who is in peculiar cir- 
cumſtances,and is directed by peculiar means 
to u a good warfare, for which he has wea- 
pons peculiarly fitted and adapted : the wen- 
pens f our warfare, of us miniſters, are not 
carnal, but mighty through Ged *, to anſwer par- 
ticular purpoſes ; for the demolaion of Sa- 
tan's kingdom, and the ſpread and enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom of Chriſt: every Chriſ- 
tian is a ſoldier; all the Lord's people are 
voluntiers in Chriſt's ſervice ; thy people ſhall 


be willing, or voluntiers, in the day of 16 


wer, or in the day of thine army *, when 
that is collected together and muſtered ; but 
a miniſter of the goſpel is particularly called 
to endure, and he ought to endure hardneſs, 
as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. Miniſters of 
the 


© Toy &ywiz Toy zany WYONoHat. 4 1 Tim. i. 18. 
2 Cor. x. 4. e Pſalm cx. 3. f 2 Tim. ii. 3. 
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the word are meant by the valiant men of 
Iſrael; who guard the bed of Solomon, the 
church, and are well accoutred for that ſer- 
vice ; having their loins girt with the girdle 
of truth; their feet ſhod with the prepara- 
tion of the goſpel of peace; and every man 
bis fiword on his thigh*; the ſword of the Spi- 

rit, which is the word of God: and being 
thus armed, their buſineſs 1s to fight” the 
battles of the Lord; to play the men for 
their God, and the cities of their God; for 
Chriſt, and for his intereſt : and, as they 
have enemies in common with other Chriſ- 
tians, and by whom they are more eſpecially 
R they fight with them. 

. With the corruptions of their own 
vali ; thoſe fleſhly luſts which war againſt 
the ſoul ; friving againſt /in *, or acting the 
part of an antagoniſt with it, even indwell- 
ing fin: and the great apoſtle Paul, though 
ſo holy a man, was not exempt from this 
combat. He found a law in bis members, 
warring againſt the law of his mind: he found 
himſelf under a neceſlity of keeping under his 
body, the body of fin, and not to make pro- 
viſion. for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts of it; 

but 
1 Cant iii. 7, 8. b Heb. xii. 4. i Rom. vii. 23. 
| n 
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but to keep a ſtrict eye and hand over it, and 
to uſe a kind of ſevere diſcipline with it, left 
whilſt he preached to others, he himſelf ſhould 
be a caſt-away : but now the conflict was 
over; and he being on the ſhores of eternity, 
ſaw thoſe ſpiritual enemies, the Egyptians, 
who had diſtreſſed him, all ſlain and dead, 
and found himſelf a triumphant conqueror 
over them. 
2. With Satan, and his principalities and 
powers. None of the ſaints in this life are 
free from Satan's temptations; nay, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, the moſt eminent, fruitful, 
and uſeful of them, are moſt furiouſly aſ- 
faulted by him. Joſeph was a fruitful bough 
by a well; and the archers ſhot at him, and 
ſorely grieved him, though his bow. abode in 
 ftirength'. At thoſe who are the moſt eminent 
for grace and uſefulneſs, he lets fly his fiery 
darts thick and faſt: the apoſtle Paul did not 
eſcape his buffetings; à thorn in the fleſh, a 
meſſenger of Satan was ſent to buffet him; he 
had many combats with him: ve wreſtle, 1 
and other miniſters, as well as the reſt of 
ſaints, againſt principalities, againſt powers ", 
even the powers of darkneſs, Satan and his 
angels; 


k 1 Cor. ix. 27. Gen xlix. 2224. „ 2 Cor. 
7. n Eph. vi. 12. 
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angels; and miniſters have their peculiar 
temptations, with which they are aſſaulted 
by him; many are the difficulties, obſtruc- 
tions and impediments, he throws in their 
way; our apoſtle was not clear of them: we 
would have come to you, ſays he, writing to the 
Thefjatonians (even I Paul) once and again, but 
Satan hindered us; but now the battle with 
him was over, and Satan was bruiſed under 
his feet. 

3. With the world, the reproaches and 
perſecutions of it, and a great fight of afflic- 
tions in it: and particularly miniſters have 
to do with falſe teachers in it, who reſiſt the 
truth, as Jannes and Jambres reſiſted Moſes. 
Some think ſuch as theſe were the beaſts at 
Epheſus the apoſtle fought with; men, com- 
parable to beaſts, wolves in ſheeps clothing, 
which entered the flock, and did damage to 
it by their pernicious doctrines; with whom 
the apoſtle had diſputes in the ſchool of Y- 
rennus, whilſt he reſided in thoſe parts; tho 
I ſee no reaſon to depart from the literal 
ſenſe of the words : yet however it 1s certain, 
the apoſtle met with ſuch men of corrupt 
minds, more or leſs, wherever he came ; to 
whom he gave place, no, not for an hour, 

B 2 that 
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that the truth of the goſpel might continue. 
with the churches ; but now his conteſts 
and ſharp diſputes with them were at an 
end. 

This fight is called 2 good fight, and elſe- 
where the good fight of faith: the fight of faith, 
becauſe faith, as a doctrine, is what is fought 
for; the Philipptans are exhorted by the apo- 
ſtle to ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, ſtriving together, 
with him and with one another, for the faith 
of the goſpel* ; and, as Jude's phraſe is, con- 
tend earneſtly, even to an agony, for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the ſaints *; and 
l faith, as a grace, is the weapon ſaints fight 
with, eſpecially with Satan, whom reſiſt, ſted- 
| faſt in the faith": and it is called a good fight, 
becauſe it is in a good cauſe, the cauſe of 
| God and truth; fought under a good cap- 
| tain, Chriſt, the captain of our ſalvation; . 


| ; under the banner of him, the Lord of hoſts ; 
l and with good weapons, the whole armour 
of God, armour of proof, than which none 


| is better, and which always iſſues well, it 
| ends in victory. It is ſaid of Camillus, that 
he fought many and good fights *, that is, 


i| many 
» Phil. i. 27. 4 Jude 3. r Pet. v. q. He- 


| ue 39) X42 aywres nywnoaro, Plutarch. in Vita Camilli,p.1 29. 
g a phraſe ſimilar to this in the text. 
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many famous battles; but none ſo famous as 
this, fought by our apoſtle and others; in 
which the Chriſtian combatants are always 
conquerors, and more than conquerors, thro' 
Chriſt, who has loved them. 

Secondly, The apoſtle with pleaſure ob- 
ſerves, that he had fined his courſe; which 
is what he had wiſhed for, and cared not 
what he met with, ſo that he could but i 
it with joy; and now it was done: by which 
may be meant, either the courſe of his life, 
of his days; the time of his departure was near; 
he was juſt going the way of all the earth, as 
Toſhua expreſſes it; his age was departed, as 
 Hezekiab ſays; his days were extinet, and the 
grave was ready for him, as Job thought was 
his caſe ; his laſt ſands were now dropping : 
or elſe his Chriſtian race, called a courſe, in 
alluſion to the Grecian games, in which men 
ran races, and to which the apoſtle frequent- 
ly alludes, particularly in 1 Cor. ix. 24, &c. 
and in Phil. iii. 13, 14. know ye not that they 
which run in a race, run all — ſo run, that ye 
may obtain: the iadium, or race-plot, which 
reaches from the place of ſtarting to the goal, 
in which the Chriſtian racer runs, 1s this. 
world ; what anſwers to the white line be- 

tween 


© Acts xx. 24. 
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tween the two terms, within which the racers 
were to run, and according to which they 
ſteered their courſe, that they might not go in 
and out, but move ſtraight forward, is Chriſt; 
and who is the mark that is always to be kept 
in ſight; and the prize run for, is the high 
calling of God in Chriſt, or the heavenly glory: 
or rather, by his courſe may be meant the 
courſe of his miniſtry ; thus 7chr's miniſtry 
is called his courſe, which he fulfilled ; and fo 
the apoſtle calls his, that I might finiſh my 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have © 
recti ved of the Lord Jeſus, Acts xiii. 25. and 
xx. 24. and now. it was juſt finiſhing; he was 
come to the end of his line, to Rome, where 
he was to bear his laſt teſtimony for Chriſt, 
Acls xxiii. 1 1. all theſe three may be taken 
in to the ſenſe of the paſſage, the courſe of 
his life, his Chriſtian race, and the courſe 
of his miniſtry; for they were all finiſhed 
together. 


Thirdly, The apoſtle obſerves with like 
pleaſure, that he had epr the faith: meaning, 
not the grace of faith; for though that is an 
abiding grace, and cannot be loſt ; 1s much 
more precious than gold, becauſe that may 
periſh, but this cannot ; yet it 1s not in any 


man's 
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man's own keeping; it is preſerved and ſup- 
ported by Chriſt, through his powerful me- 
diation and interceſſion ; who, as he prayed 
for Peter, ſo he prays for all his miniſters, 
and all his ſaints, that their Faith fail not; 
he is the author, and he is the finiſher of it. 
nor 1s a profeſſion of faith meant; for tho 
believers ought, and they are encouraged to 
hold faſt the profeſſion of their faith, from 
the prieſthood of Chriſt, and the promiſes of 
God; yet this is what formal profeſſors may 
do, and the fooliſh virgins did; they took 
their lamps of profeſſion, and trimmed them 
too, ſo that they looked bright and ſplendid 
as to outward ſhow; and they held and kept 
them likewiſe until the coming of the bride- 
groom : rather the doctrine of faith is in- 
tended; the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God, 
which was committed to the truſt of the apo- 
ſtle; a ſacred depoſitum lodged in his hands, 
which he was careful to keep, and had kept; 
what he exhorted Titus and Timothy to do, he 
had done himſelf, namely, to hold faſt the 
faithful word, to hold faſt the form of ſound 
words, and keep the good thing committed to 
them ©; this he had done, and had not ſut- 
fered 


t Luke xxii. 32. Heb. xii. 2. * Titus i. 9. 2 Tim. 
i. 13, 14. 
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fered the goſpel to be wrenched out of his 
hands, neither through the force of furious 
perſecutors, nor through the art and ſophiſ- 
try of falſe teachers: unleſs it can be thought 
his fidelity is meant; God, when he put him 
into the miniſtry, counted him faithful, hav- 
ing made him ſo; and through the grace of 
God, he maintained his integrity, kept his 
fidelity; which appeared in declaring the 
whole counſel of God, and in keeping back 
nothing that was profitable to the ſaints; 
and he continued faithful unto death ; and - 
now, henceforth nome», it remained, and nothing 
elſe remained for him to do, but to receive 


| the crown of life and righteouſneſs. Which 
brings me to conſider, 


| II. The delightful and comfortable pro- 
ſpect, and firm belief the apoſtle had of his 
future happineſs ; which, 

Firſt, Is deſcribed by a crown, by a crown 
of righteouſneſs, by a crown /aid up, and that 
for him in particular. 

1. It is deſcribed by a crown ; either (1) I: In 
alluſion to royal crowns, ſuch as are wore by 
kings and princes; and that partly for the 
glory of it, nothing being more glorious, 
more grand, and more auguſt than a crown: 

and 
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and this is called @ crown of glory, or a glo- 
rious crown ; and indeed it excels all others 
in glory: crowns of gold are weighty things, 
but do not endure always; but the heavenly 
happineſs is an eternal weight of glory * : this 
will coniiſt of a glory put upon the ſaints; 
upon their bodies, which, though ſown in 
diſhonour, will be raiſed in glory, and faſhion- 
ed like to the glorious body of Chriſt; and 
upon their ſouls, which will be poſſeſſed of 
perfect knowledge, purity and holineſs: and 
of a glory that will be revealed in them, and 
that will be revealed to them, and beheld by 
them, even the glory of the Lord jeſus Chriſt; 
with whom they will appear in glory, and be 
for ever with him to behold his glory. And 
partly the heavenly happineſs may be de- 
ſcribed by ſuch a crown as ſuitable to the 
character of ſaints, who are made kings, as 
well as prieſts unto God by Chriſt; and who 
ſhall reign as ſuch on earth, and that for the 
ſpace of a thouſand years, and then reign 
with him for ever in heaven, Rev. i. 6, and 
v. 10. and xx. 6. and xxil. 5. nor are they 
mere titular kings; they have not only the 
title of kings, but they have a kingdom, a 

kingdom 
* 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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kingdom of grace now, which cannot be 
moved, and which lies in righteouſneſe, 
peace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt: and they 
are heirs of another kingdom; the kingdom 
of glory, prepared for them from the foun- 
dation of the world; and though they were 
An their nature · ſtate beggars upon the dung 
hill, they are raiſed from thence to inherit 
the throne of glory; and thrones will be 
placed for them to ſit upon; yea, every over- 
comer: will ſit down with Chrift on his throne: 
and ſohkewiſe crowns are prepared for them; 
thus the four and twenty elders, the repre- 
ſentatives of goſpel-churches, and the mem 
bers of them, are faid to have on their ——_ 
crowns of gold, Rev. iv. 4. Or rather, | 
- (2): The future happineſs is deſeribed by 

acerown, in alluſion to-crowns given ta con- 
querors in the Grecian exerciſes; one of which 
was running of races, as well as fighting, 
wreſtling, Sc. to which the apoſtle mani- 
feſtly alludes in 1 Cor. ix. 24, 25. Kum ye 
nut that' they which rum in à race, run all; but. 
ane recei ueth the. prize : ſo run, that ye may ab- 
tain. Au every man that firrveth for the maſs 
tery, is temperate in all things. Now they aa it 
ta obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incor- 
— The apoſtle juſtly obſerves, that in 
thoſe 
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thoſe races men ſtrove for maſtery; and in- 
deed for that only, for victory; merely for 
the honour and glory of being conquerors : 
as for the crowns that were given them, they 
were nothing worth, being only garlands 
made of the branches or leaves of laurel, ot 
of olive, or of pines, and ſometimes of pars 
ſley-leaves, things of no intrinſic value; not 
was it for the ſake of thoſe they ran, but fot 
the honour annexed to them, of being crowns 
ed with them. But the crown which the 
Chriſtian racer, being a conqueror; obtains, 
is of real worth and value; ſometimes es 
preſſed by the true riches, real and ſubſtan- 
tial; by an houſe, not made with hands; by 
an inheritance of the ſaints in light; by a 
city which has foundations; and by a king- 
dom and: glory. The crown run for in 
the Grecian games was a corruptible one: the 
Corinthians knew full well what the apoſtle 
meant by a corruptible erown; for the ihmian 
races were ran in their neighbourhood, and 
the prefidents and judges * were of their city; 
and they muſt be ſenſible of the propriety of 
this epithet carruptible, ſince the crowns given 
to the conquerors in thoſe races, were made 
C 2 of 
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of nothing but parſley ; ſome ſay, dried: 
hence we read of perſons daing ornamented 
and honoured with Corinthian parſlies , or 
parſley-crowns ; ; whereas: the heavenly; hap» 
pineſs is an incorruptible crown: fo when it 
is ſpoken of as an inheritance, it is ſaid to 
be an incarruptible one; it cannot be cor- 
rupted itſelf; it lies where moth and ruſt 
corrupt not; nor can it be enjoyed by cor- 
rupt perſons; corruption cannot inherit incor» 
ruption; in order to enjoy it, the dead will 
be raiſed incorruptible, and this corruptible 
an? put on incorruption *, and be clear of every 
corruption, natural and ſinful. Again, the 
crown the racers in the above exerciſes ran 
for, was a withering and fading one, as even 
thoſe made of green and living ae uſed 
in the Nemean exercifes were ; but the 
crown of eternal glory and 1 is a 
crown f glory that fadeth not a way; an ama. 
rantine crown, as the word is, alluding to 
i crowns as were made of the herb ama- 
G51 ranthus, 


" - : 


y Diodor. Sicul. I. 16. p. 470. Plutarch, Sympoſ. 1. F. 
problem. 3. p. 676. & Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier. J. 5. c. 8. 
® \QaAngs KRopube Hνννον, Pindar, Nemeon. ode 4.4. Vid. 
.Olymp. ode 13.2. & Iſthmion. ode 2.1. & ode 8.6. * 1 Pet, 
1. 4. b 1 Cor. xv. 50, 5 2, 53. © Pauſan. Arcad. 
five 1.8. p. 532. Plin. 1.19. c. 8. Tertullian. de Corona, c. 7. 
4 Ter appe,ayT wor rug Jos us FePavoy, 1 Pet. v. 4. 
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rantbus, which is immarceſſible, and never 
fades; as its name 1mports ; and of which 
crowns were made in the winter-ſeaſon: ſo 
when this happineſs is ſignified: by an inhe- 
ritance, it is called an inberitance that fadetb 
not away ; it is durable and laſting, yea, ever» 
laſting; and therefore expreſſed by everlaſt- 
ing. habitations ; by an houie-eternal;-by'an 
eternal inheritance; and by the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: and for 
the ſame reaſon it is ſometimes! called the 
crown. of. life *, becauſe it is a crown for life, 
as all crowns are not, even for an eternal 
life; yea, is eternal life itſelf,” which God, 
that cannot lie, promiſed before the world 
began. ds Be. it 7. | | 
2. The happineſs the apoſtle had a view 
of and faith in, is further deſcribed: as a 
crown of righteouſneſs ; ſtill alluding to the 
crowns given to conquerors in the Grecian 
exertiſes, ſuch as were obtained in a lawful 
manner, and legally adjudged to them; for, 
as the apoſtle ſays elſewhere, alluding to the 
lame cuſtom, if a man ſtrive for maſteries, 
who ſhall have the honour of being declared 


the 
© Summa ejus natura in nomine eſt appellato, quoniam non 
marceicat, Plin. Nat. Hiſt. I. 21. c. 8. * James i. 13. 
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the conqueror, yet is le nat crowned; except be 
Ariue lawfully *;; if he uſed any illicit me- 
thods to obtain the prize, when detected, 
even after the prize was declared for him, 
he was diſgraced, and the true and right 
conqueror, even though he might be dead, 
had the croum adjudged to him *; ſuch ſtriet 
juſtice was obſerved in thoſe exerciſes; hence 
the crowns thus diſtributed were called . 
Heprhanres *, crount wreathed or platted by juf- 
rice: in alluſion to which the apoſtle calls 
the heavenly happineſs' crown of: righteouſe 
neſs ; it is what the ſaint comes at in a legal 
manner, what he has a juſt right unto; it 
is a kingdom his heavenly Father has be- 
queathed unto him; it is an inheritance he 
is born heir apparent to, and for which he 
has a meetneſs through the grace of God; 
and his title to it lies in the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt: no unrighteous man can inherit this 
crown and kingdom; and be muſt have a 
better righteouſneſs than his own, or he will 
never be put into the poſſeſſion of it; where- 
fore our apoſtle deſired to be found in Chriſt, 
nor * on his own righteouſneſs, bat the righ- 


| teouneſs 
f 2 Tim. ii. 5. 5 Inſtances of which may be ſeen in 
Pauſan. Arcadica, ſive I. 8. p. 520. | Þ ear Neu- 


r be ape aol ria, Pindar. Nemeon, ode 9, 11, 
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tcouſneſs nobich is through the faith of Chriſt * ; 
by which being juſtified, ſuch become heirs 
of eternal life; are nn to it, and ſhall 
moſt ſurely poſſeſs it. Moreover, though 
this crown is not giver for the fidelity and 
integrity of thoſe that fight and run, and 

keep the faith; yet it is the tonſequence 
thereof, and follows thereon,” according to 
the divine promiſe, Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee the crown lift. Beſides,” 
this epithet of righteouſneſs, may expreſs the? 
ſtate and condition of the happy crowned 
ones; that it is a ſtate of purity, holineſs 
and righteouſneſs; a ſtate in which none but 
righteouſneſs dwells, or righteous perions, who 
are made righteouſneſs itſelf in the Lord; 
and ſo is called the crown of Hybteoufneſs, juſt 
as it is the Lope of righteouſneſs * that is, a 
ſtate of righteouſneſs which is 1 _- 
waited for: 


3. This happineſs i is fürder deſcribed as 
laiu up; laid up in the covenant of grace, 
which is ordered in all things, and ſure; 
where all grace and all ſpintual bleſſings are 
ſecured for the ſaints, and their glory alſo; 


it cannot be ſaid how great that goodneſs is, 
which 


- 


1 Phil, iii, 9. * Rev. ii. 10 1 Gal. v. 5. 
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LY which | is there laid up for them: this crown 
is alſo laid up in the hands of Chriſt the me- 
diator ; in whoſe hands the ſaints themſelves 
are, and are ſafe; and where all fulneſs of 
— is treaſured up for them, and their life 
of glory is hid and preſerved : it is alſo laid 
up in heaven, and is the ſame with the hope 
laid up in beaven , that is, the heavenly glory 
hoped for; and the mnheritance reſerved in hea- 
ven "+ things that are laid up, are hid and 
out of ſight ; the glories of another world 
are inviſible; they are things that are not ſeen; - 
and hope that is ſeen is nat hope; for what a man 
feeth, why doth be yet hope for *? and they are 
alſo ſafe. Crowns are generally laid up in 
places of great ſtrength. and ſafety; the crown 
of England is ſecured in the tower of Landon; 
though as ſtrong a place, and as well guarded 
as that is, the crown was near being ſtolen 
and carried off in the laſt age: but the 
crown of life and glory is laid up [where 
thieves do not break through, nor fleal*: and this 
crown is laid up for particular perſons; for 
me; and me, and me; for all the veſſels of 
mercy . afore prepared for glory ; for all 
choſen in Chriſt to holineſs and happineſs, 

Lit! to 


= Col. i. 5. 1 Peter i. 4. 9 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
Rom. viii. 24, 25. Matt. vi. 20. 
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to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jeſus; for all that love him, and love _ 
appearing. _ 

Secondly, The aſſurance the apoſtle had of 
his enjoying this happinels thus deſcribed ; 
from whom he expected it would be: be- 
ſtowed upon him; in what way and manner, 
and at what time. 

1. The perſon who, he was well aſſured 
would give it to him, is Chriſt, who is de- 
ſcribed by the Lord, the righteous judge; he is 
Lord of all, Lord of lords, and King of kings; 
who ſets them up, and puts them down at 
his pleaſure; and he who has the diſpoſal of 
kingdoms, crowns and ſcepters, the apoſtle 
believed would give to him a crown of life 
and immortality: he who upon his aſcenſion 
was made or declared Lord and Chriſt, and 
conſtituted head over all things to the church, 
and fills all in all; fills all the members of it 
with gifts and grace, and crowns them with 
loving-kindneſs and tender mercies ; he had 
in his hands a crown of glory to beſtow-on 
him: he whom David could call my Lord, 
and Thomas, my. Lord and my God, the apoſtle 
knew he had an intereſt in as ſuch ; and 


therefore counted all things but loſs, ſays he, 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus 
D my 


bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, 
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my Lord": and from this his intereſt in him, 
no doubt he concluded he ſhould receive the 
crown from him ; whom he alſo conſidered, 
for his further encouragement to believe it, 
as a righteous judge: this character beſt agrees 
with Chriſt ; for the Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment to the Son; he 
has appointed him to be judge of quick and 
dead; which office he will execute at his 
appearing, when the crown will be given, 
ver. 1. and for which office he is abundantiy 
qualified, being God omniſcient and omni- 
potent: he is omniſcient; he knows all per- 
ſons and things; he is the living Word, be- 
fore whom all things are naked and open, 
with whom we have to do, or to whom we 
muſt give an account; he has no need that 
any man ſhould teſtify of men to him, for 
he knows what is in men; and therefore can 


and make manifeſt the counſels of the heart, 
and judge the ſecrets of all men: and he is 
the almighty, the Lord God omnipotent that 


reigns, and fo is able by his power to raiſe 


the dead at his coming; to ſummon all na- 
tions before him; to ſeparate one ſort of 


men from another; to paſs the deciſive ſen- 


tence 
1 Phil, iii. 8. r John v. 22. Acts x. 42. 
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tence on them, and execute it : and he is a 
righteous judge; Jeſus Chriſt the righteous *, 


the judge of the whole earth, who will do 


right ; who will judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs, and the people with equity : as in 
the execution of all his offices, ſo in this, 
righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of bis loins, and 


faithfulneſs the girdle of his reins *, Now from 


the purity, juſtice and integrity of Chriſt as 
a judge, the apoſtle had no doubt. of the 
crown of righteouſneſs being given him by 
him; and here alſo the apoſtle alludes to the 
Grecian exerciſes, in which crowns were 
given to the conquerors in ſtrict juſtice * : 
at firſt they had only one judge of them, af- 
terwards the number was increaſed ; but al- 
ways care was taken that men of ſtrict juſ- 
tice and uprightneſs were choſen into that 

office, who would paſs a righteous ſentence, 
and give the crown to whom it of right be- 


| longed; and if any were found tardy in this 


matter, and gave it wrong, by an appeal 
to an higher court of judicature, if found 
guilty, they were ſeverely mulCted”; it was al- 
| D 2 ways 

John ii. 1. r v Hence the ſen- 


tence of thoſe judges is called a ym f, Pindar, Olymp. 
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ways from the judges * the rt nen re- 


ceived the crown. 
2. The manner in which the apoſtle ex- 


to have the crown; by way of gift, 


- wobich the righteous judge ſhall 'give me: not by 
way of merit; he knew his beſt works were 
© not meritorious of eternal life; that what he 
did was not in his own ſtrength, but by the 
grace of God; that there is no proportion 


between works of righteouſneſs done by the 


* beſt of men, and the crown of life; 5 the 


pureſt ſervices of the ſaints, which are their 


ſufferings for Chriſt, are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed in them; he knew that though he 
fought and ran; it is not of him that willeth, 

nor of him that runnetb, but of God that ſheweth 
mercy” the crown of life is promiſed as a 
gift, Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
© fhee a crown of life”; the heavenly kingdom 


is what it is the Father's good pleaſure to 


give; and eternal life is the free gift of God 


through Chrift ; Chriſt gives grace, and he 
gives glory; he bas power to give eternal life 
to as many as the Father has given him; 


and he does give it to all his ſheep, that 4 


| his 
z Called rAMaredinas. Vid. lian, Var, ig. 1.9. c. 31. 
7 Rom. * * Rev. ii. 10. 
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his voice, and follow him. Some tranſlate 
the words of cur text, which the righteous 
judge ſhall render unto mee; and fo they may 
be tranſlated without any contradiction to 
the crown being a free gift; for that will be 
rendered, not as the reward of mens works, 
or according to their deſerts, but as the fruit 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, ſatisfaction, and 
atonement; ſo our ſalvation, and all the 
parts of it, are both in a way. of grace, .and 
in a way of juſtice; God is a juſt God, and 
a Saviour; juſt, and yet the juſtifier of him 
that believes, in Jeſus; and juſt and faithful 
to forgive ſin, and cleanſe from all unrigh- 
teouſneſs; juſtification, though by the free 
grace of God, yet being through the, righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, is according to the ſtrict 
juſtice o God; and pardon of ſin, though 
according to the riches of grace, is an act of 
Juſtice ; mercy and truth, righteouſneſs and 
peace, meet together in the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners, in their grace and in their glory ; with 
reſpect to them, i is of grace; with reſpect 
to Chriſt, and to his ſatisfaction and righ- 
teouſneſs, it is of juſtice; and fo it is given 
and rendered according to both. | 


3. The 


Aroon, reddet, Grotius. 
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3. The time when the apoſtle expected the 
crown, at that day; a phraſe uſed by him in 
other places in this epiſtle, as in chap. i. 12,18. 
that famous day, that well-known day, looked 
for by all the ſaints; even the day oi Chriſt's 
appearing to take his kingdom, and to judge 
the dead; which is the day of his ſecond 
coming, as is clear from ver. 1. then he, in 
his whole perſon, ſoul and body, he believed 
ſhould enjoy the everlaſting happineſs, fig- 
e by the crown of righteouſneſs. 

_ Thirdly, The apoſtle adds, by way of en- 
couragement 'to all believers i in Chriſt, and 
lovers of him in common, that this crown 
was laid up for, and would be given to, not 
him only, and ſuch as he, eminent for gifts 
and uſefulneſs, but all them alſo who love his 
appearing ; the appearing of Chriſt, In this 
there is a difference between the crown given 
to the runner in the Grecian races, the apo- 
ſtle has a reſpect unto; that crown was given 
to one only, this to many; of which the 
apoſtle thus ſpeaks, Know ye not that they 
which run in a race, run all; but one recerveth 
the prize *? but they which run in the Chrif- 
tian race, every runner therein, every one 
that is tried and endures temptation, every 


done 


1 Cor. ix. 24, 
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one that is faithful unto death, every one 
that endures to the end, every perſevering 
faint, every overcomer receives the crown ef 
life; every one that loves the appearing of 
Chriſt, be their gifts, their grace, their uſe- 
fulneſs, what they may. It will be proper 
to inquire, 

1//, What is meant by the appearing of 
Chriſt ; his ſecond appearance is intended: 
he appeared once in the end of the world; in the 
end of the Jewiſh world, their ſtate, civil 
and ecclefiaſtic, when he became 1ncarnate, 
to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf; which 
having done, he is gone to heaven again 
where he indeed appears in the preſence of God 
for his people, as their advocate and inter- 
ceſſor ; but to them that loo for him, ſhall he 
appear the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation *: 
and this is the appearing which is here meant, 
when he will come to judge the quick and dead; 
which will be at his appearing and his Ring- 
dom, as ſays the apoſtle in ver.1. of this chap- 
ter; then the dead in Chriſt will ariſe, and 
their bodies be united to their ſouls, Chriſt 
will bring with him; and the living ſaints 
will be changed ; and both will be caught 
up together in the clouds, to meet the Lord 

in 


© Heb. ix. 24, 26, 28. 
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in the air: and this will be a virtual judg - 
ment.of them, and a declaring them to be 
the happy perſons to whom the crown be- 
longs: as there will be alſo a judging of the 
wicked then found alive, who will periſh in 
the general conflagration, when the earth, 
and all therein, ſhall be burnt up; and when 
Chriſt will enter upon his perſonal reign and 
kingdom, which will continue a thouſand 
years; at the cloſe of which all the wicked 
will be raiſed, and ſtand, ſmall and great, 
before the judgment-ſeat, and will be ad- 
judged to the lake which burns with fire and 
brimſtone. This appearance of Chriſt will 
be a glorious one; his firſt appearance was 
mean; he had no form nor comelineſs de- 
ſirable by men; he appeared i in the likeneſs 
of ſinful fleſh, and in the form of a ſervant : 
but. his ſecond appearance will be without 
ſin, and any finleſs infirmities ; it will be a 
glgrious one: he will come in his own glory ; 
in the glory of his divine nature, the perfec- . 
tions of which will be gloriouſly diſplayed ; 
and in the glory of his human nature, being 
in it crowned with glory and honour; and 
in the glory of his office, as mediator: and 
in bis Father”s glery ; the ſame with his own, 
as a divine perſon, as the only begotten of 


the 
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the Father; and clothed as a judge, with au- 
thority and power by him, to judge the quick 
and dead ; and in rhe glory of bis boly angels *, 
as attendants on him, and ready to A. his 
commanids : this appearance of Chriſt will 
be perſonal ; he himſelf in perſon ſhall de- 
ſcend from heaven; not by another, by a 
deputy, or by the effuſion of the Spirit, but 
he himſelf in perſon; in like manner as he 
went up to heaven at his aſcenſion, will he 
come down from thence at his ſecond com- 
ing : and this appearance wall be viſible ; he 
will be ſeen in the air by all the riſen and 
living ſaints; and he will be ſeen in the clouds 
of heaven; every eye ſhall fee him, even all 
the kindreds of tlie earth. 

24h, This appearance of Chriſt is to te 
loved, and is loved by ſome: to ſome indeed 
it will be the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord; which will burn like an oven, and 
conſume the wicked root and branch; o 
ſight of him, and even of the ſign of the Son 
of man in heaven, all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn; and perſons of the higheſt rank 
and claſs will flee to rocks and mountains, to 
hide them from his face, the great day of his 


Luke ix. 26. Rev. i. 7. 
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wrath being come, and at which alfo the 
devils will tremble ; but he ſhall appe ar to 
the joy of ſaints, when others will be aſhamed 
and confounded. : 

No ſuch may be ſaid to love his appear? 


ing, who pray for his appearing and kings 
dom, or that his kingdom may come, and 
he appear in his glory; who look earneſt 
and wiſhly for the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
Who long for it, and haſten in their affec. 
tions, deſires, and petitions for it; and ſay, 
Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly; as it ſhews 
love to a man and his preſence, when one 
moſt preſſingly defires it, and moſt earneſt 
and ardently wiſhes and longs for it: and 
'there are many reaſons to be given, why the 
erence of Gun ſhould be loved by = 
ſaints. 
1. Becauſe then On ſhall ſee the EPR 
-whom they love,! in all his beauty, glory and 
excellencies ; now whom having nut ſeen, they 
he; they have not ſeen him with their bo- 
dily eyes, and yet having heard and known 
much of him, their affections are towards 
m; but then they ſhall fee him in the fleſh, 
'and with their eyes behold him, and not an- 
other: 


f Peter i 8, 
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other: now ſometimes they loſe ſight of him 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe; he withdraws himſelf 
from.them, and they know not where he is, 
and they go in queſt of him, ſaying to one 
and another, Saw ye him whom my ſoul loveth *2 
but now he will be always in view, and they 
will fee him, of whom they have often ſaid, 
Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none on earth that ] defire bejides thee  ! 

2. Becauſe they will then ſce him who has 
fo loved them ; ſo loyed them, as to become 
incarnate for them; ſo loved them, as to lay, 
down his life for them ; ſo loved them, . as 
to waſh them from their ſins in his blood ; 
ſo loved them, as to bear their ſins, and all 
the puniſhment due unto them, to ſuffer, 
the juſt for the unjuſt ; ſo loved them, as to 
be delivered into the hands of juſtice and 
death for their offences, and to riſe again 
for their juſtification ; the, appearance and 
ſight of ſuch a perſon muſt, needs be loved 
by thoſe, to whom he has ſhewn ſo much 
love. 

3. Becauſe his appearance will be a glo- 
rious one, as before obſerved, and therefore 
to be looked for gladly, to be loved and 
longed for; looking for the bleſſed hope, and the 

3 AJlberiqus 
# Cant. ii. 1.  Þ Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. 
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glorious appearing of the great God and our 2 8 
. Chrift , 

« -4. Becauſe when Chriſt ſhall appear, bis 
ſaints /hall appear with lim; their fouls will 
þe brought along with him, and their bodies 
will be raiſed, and both re-united, and they 
all appear in.ghry with him, with a glory 
Poth on their ſouls and bodies: when he /hall 
appear, they Hel be like him, for they ſball 
fee bim as be is; ſee him in his glory, and 
be conformed unto him, and changed into 
the ſame image and likeneſs, ſo far as they 
are capable of; and then ſhall they be com- 
pletely ſatisfied, and not before ; as for me, 
I will. bebold thy face i in righteous ; 1 ſal » 
ſatisfied, when I awake, in thy lileneſt : and 
it 15 not to be wondered at, that ſuch perſons 
thould love the appearing of Chriſt. 

-  $- Becauſe the ſaints at Chriſt's appearing 
mall not only ſee him, and be like Tha but 
they ſhall receive much from him ; much 

- grace they have received from him now, but 

they will then receive it in its full perfection; 

wherefore they are exhorted to gird up the 

Hine of their mind, be ſober, and hope to the 

end. "od the grate me 7s to he brought unto 

them 
1 Ti. l. 13. k Col. in. 4. 11 John iii. 2, 
» Pſalm xvii. 15, 
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them at the revelation of Jeſus Chrift®: and 
when alſo they ſhall receive from him the 
crown of life and righteouſneſs ; for when 
the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, 'not only the 
under-ſhepherds that are faithful, but even 
all the ſheep themſelves; that hear the voice 
of Chriſt, and follow him, A receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away *. 

6. Becauſe then the ſaints will be put 15 
the poſſeſſion of their complete ſalvation; for 
to them that look for him, will Chriſt appear the 

fecond time without fin unto ſaluaticn * : when 
he came the firſt time, ſalvation was wrought 
out by him for them, he became the author 
of it; and it is brought home to them' by 
the Spirit of God at converſion, and applied 
unto them, and they are ſhewn their intereſt 
in it; but as yet are not in the full enjoy- 
ment of it; though wow 7s their ſalvation 
nearer than when they firſt believed, and they 
are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
ſalvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt time; 
that is, when Chriſt ſhall appear, and reveal 
it to them, and put them in the full poſſeſ- 
ſion of it. 


7. The 


7 1 pet. i. 13. * 1 Pet. v. 4. » Heb. ix. 28. 
Rom xiii. 11. 1 Pet. i. 5. 
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7. The appearing of Chriſt is to be loved 
by the ſaints, becauſe they ſhall be with him, 
and be for ever with him, and never part 
more: here they have a viſit from Chriſt 
now and then, and this but ſhort; he is like 
a weyfaring man that tarries for a night ; but 
when he ſhall come again from heaven with 
all the ſaints, the dead raiſed, and the living 
changed, they ſhall be caught up to meet 
him, and ſo ſhall they be ever with the Lord; 
with which words they may comfort one an- 
other now, whulſt they are looking and long- 
ing for the appearing of Chriſt, 


Thus have I conſidered this paſſage of 

ſcripture, as briefly as I well could, at the 
requeſt of the ſurviving relative of the de- 
- ceaſed; of whom it may be expected I ſhould 
give ſome account: his perſon, doctrine, 
and manner of life, were known to many, 
if not moſt of you; ſome things I may be 
able to ſay, not known by you, or but by a 
ow: |; 


" © 1 TheſC iv. 17, 18. 
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* the Rev. Wirts ANDERSON. 39 


THE Rev. Mr William Anderfon was called 
by the grace of God under my miniſtry, be- 
tween forty and fifty years ago; for I find on 
ſearch, that he was baptized by me on a 
profeſſion of his faith; Jar. 1, 1723-4, near 
forty four years ago; and ſoon after was re- 
ceived into fellowſhip with this church, with 
which he walked very honourably and com- 
fortably as a private member for ſeveral years: 
and 1n proceſs of time, it being perceived and 
thought by ſome that he had a gift for pub- 
lic uſefulneſs, he was called by the church to 
the exerciſe of it; and after ſufficient trial, 
he was regularly ſent forth to preach the goſ- 
pel, where God in his providence might call 
him; and for ſome time he preached 'occa- 
ſionally among the churches, with good lik- 
ing and approbation; and in a courſe of time, 
I am not able to ſay exactly how long, he was 
invited by a ſmall deſtitute people in Weſt- 
minſter, to preach unto them; which he ac- 
cordingly did, to their great ſatisfaction; and 
after ſome time they choſe him to be their 
paſtor, and gave him a call to take upon him 

that office, which he accepted of; and was 
ordained, May 12, 1743, upwards of !wwenty 
four years ago. This charge he undertook, 
not with any ſiniſter and worldly pes the 


people 


esrie beng ſev, and for the moſt part poor; 


and were far from being capable of providing 
a proper maintenance for him; and certain 


it is, he left a very lucrative employment to 
ſerve them, and the intereſt of Chriſt among 
them, on which his heart was ſet; and it 
pleaſed God to bleſs his Iabours, both for edi- 
fication and converſion, ſo that there was an 
increaſe both of audience and members; and 
| he laid himſelf out indefatigably! to ſerve them, 
both as to their temporals and ſpirituals: by 
His means, and through his intereſt, a com- 
modious houſe for — — was built, which 
they. greatly wanted; and he alſo brought 
them to be one of the churches in the Fund, 
for the aſſiſtance of poor miniſters and 
churches in the country; in ſhort, he was the 
inſtrument of raiſing them from a low and 
mean condition, to a greater degree of cre- 
dit and reputation among the churches than 
they ever had before: and thus they went 
on eee and . harmonioufly for many 
years ; but of late a /ad 7:ctakiation has been 
made him for all his work and labour of 
love l the walk of that houſe, built by him, 
through his intereſt, and the pulpit in it, 
out of which Re was kept, will be ſtanding 
witneſſes againſt the pezple that meet in the 
N the man that fills the other, for their 


un- 
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unparalleled ingratitude to him; 1 fay, unpar, 
rallelled, for I am perſuaded, that neither the 
memory of any man living, nor perhaps the 
biſtory of any age, can ſurniſh an inſtance 
ſimilar to this caſe; that a worthy miniſter 
of the goſpel ſhould be diveſtettof his office, 
and turned out of his place, when no charge, 
neither of immorality nor of falſe dofrine, was 
laid againſt him, Such hard uſage did this 
faithful miniſter of Chriſt meet with! theſe 
were the wounds he received in the houſe of 
thoſe he once thought his friends ; the pain 
of which went to his heart, and the-anguiſh 
thereof drank up his ſpirits; nevertheleſs he 
ceaſed not from his Maſter's work; and which 
he performed with more vigour, comfort and 
chearfulneſs, than could have been expected, 
among thoſe few that cleaved unto him, and 
| abode with him; and ſo he continued till his 
laſt illneſs ſeized him, which it ſeems was in 
this pulpit a few weeks ago. This affliction 
he bore with great patience; tho his boduly 
pains were ſometimes ſo great, as cauſed him 
to cry out in the extremity of them, and to 
pray and deſire his friends to pray for him, 
that the God of patience would give him 
more; not a murmuring word againſt the 
hand of the Lord was heard from him through- 
out the whole; nor did any worldly concerns, 
X F or 
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or any others, diſtreſs his mind; nor was the 
enemy of ſouls ſuffered to buffet him, which 
he thought a great mercy. He expreſſed the 
inward joy and comfort he felt, to various per- 
ſons at different times: to one, that the doc- 
trines he had preached toothers, he now found 
to be the comfort of his ſoul — to another, 
that he ſaw Chriſt to be his foundation, and 
doubted not of his intereſt in him; and in the 
preſence of ſeveral declared, that Chriſt was 
the only bottom he had to-reſt on ; and that 
he was precious to him, had been, and would 
be ſa—to another, that the indiſſoluble union 
between Chriſt and his people, was his great 
ſupport; but wanted to find himſelf in a more 
waiting poſture to another, who ſaid to him, 
Sir, you have almoſt fimſhed your courſe; he 
anſwered, Ves; but ! know; ſaid he, there is 
Jaid up for mea crown of righteouſneſs, which 
he ſpoke with an emphaſis—toanother, What, 
my dear child, my joy and crown of rejoicing 
in the day of the Lord! this he ſpoke with 
an extaſy of joy — to another, that ſaw his 
lips move, and aſked him what he faid, his 
anſwer was, Tho' Iam ſo unworthy in my- 
 felf, yet I am complete in him; meaning in 
Chriſt—at another time he was heard to ſay, 
« Is Fpbraim a dear ſon? is he a pleaſant 
child? can it be that he is a pleaſant child? 
a ; he 
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he anſwered, Yes, he is; and with an ap- 
propriation to himſelf A few hours before 
his death, he thus expreſſed himſelf, in the 
words of the church, in the hearing of many 
friends, Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes of his 
mouth, for thy love is better than wine; I ſay, is 
better than wine: a miniſtring brother com- 
ing into the room, and to his bed- ſide at the 
ſame time, heſaid to him, Tam going home; 
to which the brother replied, I perceive you 
are, and going apace; are you comfortable? 
he ſaid, I am; God is with me, and will 
be with me. About an hour before he died, 
he uttered theſe words, © My God, my God, 
my God in Chriſt!” then, Sir, ſaid a ſtander 
by, you have enough; he replied; © I have.“ 
Thus died this worthy ſervant ot Chriſt, who 
is now entered into the joy of his Lord, and 
into his reſt; and you, his mournful widow, 
may dry up your tears, -and rather rejoice 
that he is gone; where he-1s free from all 
trouble and diſtreſs; where there is no more 
pain, no more ſorrow and erying, no more 
death; where he is delivered from, and is 
out of the reach of every open enemy, and 
every faithleſs friend; and where he enjoys 
uninterrupted communion with God, Father, 
Son and Spirit, and with angels and glorified 

ſaints. And as s for you, his little flock, who 
| cleaved 


\ 
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cleaved unto him, and followed him in his 


adverſity, as I underſtand you deſign to keep 


together to ſee what the Lord will do with 


you, . be. encouraged ſo to do; for tho you 


ey be ſaying, By whom ſhall Jacob ariſe? for 
be is ſmall; the God of Jaccb can raiſe you 
vp: and multiph, you, that ye be not few; 
and glorify you, that ye be not,/ma/l; ſomes 
times from ſmall beginnings great things 
ariſe : if God ſhould ſend you a paſtor, to 
feed you with knowledge and underſtanding, 
which. I perceive you have ſome hope of; if 
God ſhould ble his labours, the place of 

tent may be enlarged, and the curtains 
of y our. habitations may be ſtretched forth, 
and 04 may increaſe you with men as a 
flock; frequently, meet together, pray ear- 
neſtly and conſtantly, who knows but God 


may have a bleſſing in ſtore for you? To 


conclude; Since we have all in one ſhape or 
another a warfare to war, a race. to run, and 
a truſt to diſcharge; let us manfully fight till 
the warfare is accompliſhed ; and run, with 


. patience and diligence, the remainder of the 


race ſet beſore us; and faithfully perform the 
truſt repoſed in us; that when all is done and 


| over, we may enjoy the crown of righteouſ- 


neſs, which is in common WL all 


Hay love the appearing of Chriſt. 4 
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